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Civil Rights Research Paper

This is a formal process paper involving steps which you will complete in a specific order—each step requiring teacher approval.  It is worth many points, and each step must be completed and checked before moving on to the next step.  If you complete each step by the assigned due date, you will have no trouble successfully completing this class requirement.  

Steps in Writing a Research Paper:
Step 1:

Select a topic

Step 2:

Decide on a course of action

Come up with some preliminary research information (e.g. where you will do your research, what sources to look in, etc.)

Ask some preliminary research questions to help guide your research (e.g. what does the reader need to know about this person?)

Step 3:

Write a thesis statement that can be supported by all information in your essay.

Step 4:

Prepare working works cited pages

(at least 3 different sources—at least one book and at least one website)

Step 5:

Write notes on notes pages




Citations: quotations/statistics

Step 6: 
Write an outline to serve as a guide




Contains parenthetical citations
Step 7:

Write a rough draft in stages



Contains citations from sources

Step 8:

Create a works cited page




Comes directly from the working works cited pages

Step 9:

Type final copy of the essay

One-inch margins; double-spaced; Times New Roman, 12-point font 

Step 10:

Create a title page




Following the guidelines detailed in this packet

Step 11:
Hand in essay on Monday, May 6th, as well as submit to turnitin.com
Research Paper Timeline

Points will be earned on a completion basis; if you have all assigned work, you will get the points.  If you fail to complete the assignment in its entirety for the designated due date, no points will be awarded. IN OTHER WORDS, NO POINTS WILL BE EARNED FOR LATE WORK.  Points will be lost for not using class time and for not have research materials on a daily basis.

Monday, April 15
The research paper process, topics, source options, and deadlines will be introduced.

Tuesday, April 16
Meet in computer lab.  We will begin researching our topics.
Wednesday, April 17       Meet in LMC.  We will hear a brief introduction to databases and you may spend 
the rest of the time researching the topics you are interested in for the paper.

Thursday, April 18
Meet in LMC.  You will have the period to continue research.
Friday, April 19

Meet in computer lab to continue research.  
Monday, April 22
Three Notes Pages and Three Sources Are Due. We will discuss thesis statements and main points.

Thursday, April 25
Thesis Statement and Main Points Are Due.  Please bring all of your previous notes and sources to class today.  We will talk about organizing your information, preparing the formal outline, and integrating the information from your notes into your outline.

Friday, April 26
Meet in computer lab.  You will have the entire period to work on the rough draft of your outline and thesis statement.  

Monday, April 29
Rough Draft of Outline Is Due.  Peer editing activity and self-evaluation.  

Tuesday, April 30
Final Draft of Outline Is Due.  Meet in computer lab to write the rough draft of your essay.  

Wednesday, May 1
Meet in computer lab to write the rough draft of your essay.

Thursday, May 2  
Rough Draft of Essay is Due.  Peer editing activity and self- evaluation.  We will discuss how to correctly cite sources in your paper and how to construct your final works cited and title page.
Friday, May 3
Teacher workshops on final drafts.  Final draft of Essay is due on Monday, May 6.  Turn in hard copy and submit essay to turnitin.com by 2:25 p.m.  Essays submitted after this point will be considered late.  
DO NOT throw ANYTHING away until you receive your graded paper back.  If there is any kind of problem with your research or paper, I will need to see copies of your sources.  KEEP all copies of your sources, and a copy of every source you cited in your paper.  You will need to submit an electronic copy of the paper to turnitin.com to check for plagiarism.  I will not accept any excuses or other forms of your essay, so DO NOT submit a flash drive.
Civil Rights Research Topics 

Brown v. Board of Education
Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott

Desegregating Little Rock

Sit-ins

Freedom Rides

Voter registration 

Integration of Mississippi universities

Birmingham Campaign

March on Washington

St. Augustine Florida

Civil Rights Act of 1964

MLK Jr. Award Nobel Peace Prize

Boycott of New Orleans by AFL players

Memphis – King assassination and the Poor People’s March

Kennedy administration

Race Riots (Harlem, Watts, King)

Black Power movement

Black Panthers

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Martin Luther King Jr.

Malcolm X

Booker T Washington

Jackie Robinson 

Roberto Clemente

Joe Lewis

Mohammed Ali

Willie Mays

Althea Gibson

Sojourner Truth

Rosa Parks

Fredrick Douglas

W.E.B Du Bois
Jesse Jackson
Preliminary Research Information

1.  The aspect of the Civil Rights I chose to research is _____________________.
2. I am interested in this because:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________.

3. The types of searches that I will use to find information are:

· _______________________________________

· _______________________________________

· _______________________________________

· _______________________________________

· _______________________________________

4. I will obtain most of my sources from the following places (libraries, computer labs, etc.)

· _______________________________________

· _______________________________________

· _______________________________________

· _______________________________________

· _______________________________________

Civil Rights—Thesis Statement

Directions: Read the information below, fill in the missing details, and then write your final thesis statement and directional statement on the bottom of the page.  

Thesis:

_______________________________ helped define the Civil Rights because 

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

Directional Statement:

To understand how this impacted the movement, it is important to explore the _______________

_________________________________________, ___________________________________

__________________, and _______________________________________________________.
Rewrite complete thesis statement:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

Rewrite complete directional statement:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.
Civil Rights—Working Works Cited Page
Working works cited pages contain the names and the necessary information concerning each of the sources that you consulted (and used) for information about your topic.  

You must have a minimum of THREE different sources—at least one book and at least one website.  The third may be a second book, a second website or a magazine or newspaper article.  
You must adhere to the following rules for working works cited pages by using the proper format that is detailed as follows:

1. Locate the type of source that you have on the following pages.  The required information is different for each type of source (e.g. book, website, etc.).  

2. Fill in each piece of information that is listed under that source.  For websites, certain pieces of information may not be listed, in which case you may leave it blank.  

3. In the corresponding circle, assign a number to that source.  This number is called the source code.  

4. Then, on the lines provided, begin writing the citation entry on the first line.  The order of the information above is the exact order of the information in the citation.  

5. When you begin the second line of the entry, INDENT 5 SPACES, and continue indenting five spaces for the remainder of the entry.

6. Follow the guidelines for each type of source.  Each source has its own grammar between pieces of information, so pay close attention.
Book:

Hammer, M.C.  The Complete Guide to Rap.  New York: Harcourt, 1990. 
Website:
Garcia, Elizabeth. "Herzog: a Life." Online Film Critics Corner. The Film School of New 
Hampshire, 2 May 2002. Web. 8 Jan. 2009.
Magazine:

King, Don.  “The Tragedy of Tyson.”  Jet.  March 1992: 49-51, 54.

Newspaper:

Telander, Rick.  “Those Amazing Cubs.”  Chicago Sun Times.  18 August 2000, Sec. 6: 11.
Working Works Cited Page
Book

Author (last name, first name): 

Title (underline and capitalize correctly):

City of publication:

Publishing company:

Year of Publication (copyright):

Book

Author(s): 

Title (underlined and capitalized correctly):







City of publication:

Publishing company:

Year of Publication (copyright):

Working Works Cited Page

Internet Website
Author (last name, first name):

Title of article (in quotation marks):

Name of website (in italics):

Name of sponsoring institution:

Date of publication or its last update:

Date you accessed the information (day month year):

<U.R.L.>:

Internet Website
Author (last name, first name):

Title of article (in quotation marks):

Name of website (in italics):

Name of sponsoring institution:

Date of publication or its last update:

Date you accessed the information (day month year):

<U.R.L.>:

Civil Rights—Taking Notes

Notes pages contain information about the selected topic found in the sources examined: mainly websites and books.  The research essay requires at least 21 notes with at least seven notes for each of the three topics in the preliminary outline.  
In taking notes on the Notes Pages, adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Make a separate note for each piece of information from each source.  

2. In the right column, write and circle the source code (the number in the circle on the working works cited page) and the page number where you found the piece of information.
3. In the middle column, write the note that you wish to use in your paper.  Each note should be either a fact, a statistic, a direct quote (put in quotation marks and include the person’s name), or an idea written in your own words (paraphrase).  
4. In the left column, write a word or two that generalizes the information you have noted (the slug).  The slug should pertain to the Roman numeral it falls under, but it should also be more specific.  Slugs may be used more than once, but not all pieces of information should have the same slug.  
For additional information, refer to the example used below.

Notes on Main Point #1
	Slug
	Notes


	Source Code & Page Number

	Birth
	On April 26, 1564, William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon, England.
	3

pg. 132

	Family
	In 1582, William Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway, with whom he had three children.
	1

pg. 278

	Family
	Shakespeare’s three children:
· Susanna—born in 1583

· Hamnet and Judith (twins)—born in 1585
	1

pg. 279


Notes on Main Point #1
	Slug
	Notes


	Source Code & Page Number


	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 


Notes on Main Point #2
	Slug
	Notes


	Source Code & Page Number


	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 


Notes on Main Point #3
	Slug
	Notes


	Source Code & Page Number


	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 

	
	
	
   pg. 


Civil Rights—Complete Outline

Title

Your outline begins with a title.  Capitalize the first letter of each word, except prepositions (to, for, from, etc.) and articles (a, an, and the).  Center your title at the top of your page.

Thesis Statement

Skipping a line and aligned to the left margin, write the word Thesis followed by a colon.  Then write your thesis statement.  Indent any portion of your thesis statement that must be placed on the following line directly under the first word of your thesis statement (NOT under the word Thesis).  An example follows:

Thesis: Capital punishment is a cruel and unusual form of punishment that should be abolished in the United States.

Outline Requirements

Follow the rules for outlining:

1.
Main points = Roman numerals, Topic = title

2.
Appropriate levels: I., A., 1., a.

3.
Outline goes no further than the lowercase letters

4.
Start Roman numerals at the left margin

5.
Periods after symbols

6.
Have only one space between symbol and entry

7.
Capitalize first word only, unless proper noun

8.
1-3 words per line

9.
No complete sentences

10.
No period at the ends of lines

11.
Don’t skip lines

12.
Proper alignment

13.
Indent properly—visual representation of subordination

14.
At least two items per level (if I., then II.)

15.
Only one item per entry (avoid “and”)

16.
No double columns—use a second page

Adhere to the alignment and capitalization format for outlining.  ONLY the first word of each entry is always capitalized, unless it is a proper noun, and a period appears after each Roman numeral, letter and number.  The following is an example:  

I.
Background information 

A.
Location of Mt. Everest 

B.
Geography of area 

C.
Facts about Mt. Everest (Jones 58-67)
1.
Height of mountain 

2.
Name of mountain 

a.
Peak XV 

b.
Joloungma (Tibetan name) 

c.
Sagarmatha (Nepalese name) 

3.
Number of climbs 

II.
Major explorers 

A.
Sir Edmund Hillary 

1.
First to summit 

2.
Team leader (Michaels, “The Mountain”)
B.
Tenzing Norgay and the Sherpas 

1.
Experienced climbers

2.
Helpful guides 

Next to each entry, which contains information from the notes page, give the citation or source information.

Civil Rights—Rough Draft of Outline


____________________________________________

(Title)

Thesis:
________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________.

I.
_____________________________________________

A.______________________________________________________



1.  ___________________________________________________



2. ___________________________________________________


B. ______________________________________________________



1. ___________________________________________________



2. ___________________________________________________

II. 
_________________________________________________
A.
_____________________________________________________

1.
__________________________________________________

2.
__________________________________________________

B.
_____________________________________________________

1.
__________________________________________________

2.
__________________________________________________

III.  _______________________________________________

A.  _____________________________________________________

1.
__________________________________________________

2.
__________________________________________________


B.  _____________________________________________________

1.
__________________________________________________

2.
__________________________________________________

Civil Rights—Rough Draft Format
For the rough draft of the essay, write a five paragraph paper that includes the following elements:

Paragraph 1—Introduction 

Sentence 1: Attention Getter


Say something special/different/unusual about your aspect of the Civil Rights movement.

Sentence 2: Thesis statement


What are you saying about your research topic (Take from step 2)?

Sentence 3: Directional statement

This sentence coincides with the directional statement from earlier (Refer to step 2).

Paragraph 2—Body paragraph #1 
You will need at least 8 sentences about your first main point.  Be sure to include the research you have found, citing the sources when appropriate.  The paragraph should include a topic sentence, your details and support and a concluding sentence.  Above all, be sure to inform the reader about its importance to the Civil Rights movement.  Why is this relevant?  Why is this important to understanding the Civil Rights movement?
Paragraph 3—Body paragraph #2 
You will need at least 8 sentences about your second main point.  Be sure to include the research you have found, citing the sources when appropriate.  The paragraph should include a topic sentence, your details and support and a concluding sentence.  Above all, be sure to inform the reader about its importance to the Civil Rights movement.  Why is this relevant?  Why is this important to understanding the Civil Rights movement?
Paragraph 4—Body paragraph #3 

You will need at least 8 sentences about your third main point.  Be sure to include the research you have found, citing the sources when appropriate.  The paragraph should include a topic sentence, your details and support and a concluding sentence.  Above all, be sure to inform the reader about its importance to the Civil Rights movement.  Why is this relevant?  Why is this important to understanding the Civil Rights movement?
Paragraph 5—Conclusion

Sentence 1: Summary of your body paragraph topics (stated in a different way than your directional sentence)

Sentence 2: Restated thesis statement (expressed in a different way)

Sentence 3: Judgment statement or epiphany
Introducing a Direct Quotation, a Summary or a Paraphrase
In a research paper, it is important to quote the words of others to reinforce your arguments.  When you quote, summarize or paraphrase, do not introduce other people’s words in the same way.  Use the following suggestions to vary your introductions of quotes and paraphrases:
1.  According to…

2. In a recent study, Conrad concluded that “…

3. …,” wrote Charles Dickens in the eighteenth century

4. In Johnson’s view…

5. In reference to…, Johnson stated…

6. In Johnson’s opinion…

7. Research has shown that…

8. Johnson’s findings reveal that…

9. The report conveys…
10. Johnson’s outlook refutes…

Use the following words to substitute for “said:” stated, demonstrated, concluded, asserted, claimed, alleged, maintained, suggested, holds, wrote, postulated, implied, argued, acknowledged, noted, reported, cited, advocated, lamented, communicates, expresses, forecasts, affirms, declares, or supports.  
Using In-Text Citations

When writing research papers, giving credit to other authors is of the utmost importance.  Whenever you use the words of another person, directly (specific quotations) or indirectly (paraphrasing or summarizing), it is important to follow these guidelines:  
For websites:
In parentheses, put the author’s last name (if given) and the title of the online article.

One online film critic stated that Fitzcarraldo is "...a beautiful and terrifying critique of obsession and colonialism" (Garcia, “Herzog: a Life”).
For books:

If introducing the quotation using the author’s name, simply put the page number in parentheses.  If not, put the author’s last name and the page number in parentheses (no comma between).
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263). Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263). Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).
Civil Rights—Rough Draft of Essay
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Civil Rights—Works Cited Page

Works cited pages are the final, formal version of the working works cited pages completed earlier in the packet.  They inform the reader where you found the information used in the paper.  

You must adhere to the following rules for the final works cited page by using the proper format that is detailed as follows:

1. Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper. 

2. Label the page Works Cited (do not underline the words Works Cited or put them in quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page. 

3. Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries. 

4. Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging indent. 

5. Alphabetize the entries using the first letter of each entry.  

For additional information, refer to the example used below.

	Smith 6
Works Cited

     “Business Coalition for Climate Action Doubles.” Environmental Defense.   
               Environmental Defense Organization.  8 May 2007.  Web.  16 March 2009.
     Dean, Cornelia.  “Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet.”  New York Times
               on the Web.  22 May 2007.  Web.  16 March 2009. 
     Leroux, Marcel. Global Warming: Myth or Reality?: The Erring Ways of 
               Climatology.  New York: Springer, 2005.
     Uzawa, Hirofumi.  Economic Theory and Global Warming.  Cambridge: Cambridge 

               University Press, 2003.


Civil Rights—Title Page

Formal research papers should include a title page, one that is simple and straightforward.  The title page should adhere to the following guidelines:
1. “Neuqua Valley High School” should be typed 2 inches from the top of the page.

2. The title and your name should be centered in the middle of the page.

3. At the bottom of the page, type the class, the period and the date.  The date should fall on the last line of the page.
4. Do NOT include pictures or fonts other than Times New Roman (12 point).

For additional information, refer to the example below.

	Neuqua Valley High School

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Brian Martens
English II (2)
Mr. Desmond
February 10, 2013


Research Paper

American Literature Scoring Rubric

In order to earn an ‘A’ on this assignment the essay must –

· Answer the question by maintaining a singular focus throughout

· Support the answer with various sources – including at least one book source and at least one website source.  
· Avoid summary - rather use analysis to make its point. This is not a report about a topic; it is an argument generated from a series of questions.

· Maintain a balance between quoted material and your own words (goal: 25% / 75%)

· Have clear, complex, and natural sentence structure – clear and defined transitions, and thoughtful conclusions

· Fully adhere to ALL technical elements of MLA style: works cited, in text citations, headers, titles, and so on… Errors here can/will result in a lower grader

· Reach the minimum length of five full paragraphs 

· Have a works cited that includes no fewer than three cited sources

· Have a mastery of grammar and spelling

In order to earn a ‘B’ on this assignment the essay must –

· Answer the question and maintain a relatively singular focus throughout

· Support the answer with various sources – including, but not limited to, one book and one website.

· Offer mostly analysis, but may lapse briefly into summary

· Maintain a balance between quoted material and your own words (goal: 25% / 75%)

· Have clear, natural sentence structure and transitions.  This paper should attempt to draw thoughtful conclusions

· Adhere to ALL technical elements of MLA style: works cited, in text citations, headers, titles, and so on… Errors here can/will result in a lower grader

· Reach the minimum length of five full paragraphs
· Have a works cited that includes no fewer than three cited sources

· Have a mastery of grammar and spelling

In order to earn a ‘C’ on this assignment the essay may –

· Attempt to answer the question in a focused manner throughout.

· Support the answer with various sources – though these essays may fail to use cited material proficiently

· Rely more on summary than analysis
· Rely more on quoted material than on personal analysis
· Attempt a clear, natural sentence structure

· Fail to adhere to all technical elements of MLA style: works cited, in text citations, headers, titles, and so on…

· Fail to reach the minimum length of five full paragraphs
· Have a works cited that includes fewer than three cited sources

· Have a few grammar and/or spelling errors

In order to earn a ‘D’ on this assignment the essay may –

· Struggle to answer the question in a clear and distinct way at any point

· Be poorly supported or fails to include the required one book and one website sources.  

· Rely almost totally on summary 
· Rely more on quoted material than on personal analysis
· Demonstrate unorganized and unsophisticated prose

· Fail to adhere to all technical elements of MLA style: works cited, in text citations, headers, titles, and so on…

· Fail to reach the minimum length of five full paragraphs
· Have a works cited that includes fewer than three cited sources

· Have several grammar and/or spelling errors

Due Date:





Due Date:





Due Date:





Due Date:





Due Date:





Due Date:





Due Date:





Due Date:








