
Name: _______________________________ 
American Literature: Introduction Paragraph Workshop 
 
Identify the Question: 
 

 
 Throughout his life, James McBride constantly struggled with finding his identity in a world he 

did not understand. In your essay, identify and explain the most influential person or experience 
in James’ life and how this influence helped shape his identity. Make sure to explain this person 
or experience and why it was so critical in his path to discovery. Consider the influences made 
by parents, siblings, friends, social experiences, religious experiences, and/or environmental 
experiences.  
 

 Throughout her life, Ruth McBride constantly struggled with finding her identity in a world she 
struggled to understand. In your essay, identify and explain the most influential person or 
experience in Ruth’s life and how this influence helped shape her identity. Make sure to explain 
this person or experience and why it was so critical in her path to discovery. Consider the 
influences made by parents, siblings, friends, social experiences, religious experiences, and/or 
environmental experiences.  

 
1. Based on the question you are answering, write the ANSWER below.  

 
 
 
 
 
2. Now that you have answered the question being asked, it is time to remember the structure of 
the INTRODUCTION paragraph: 

I. Attention Getter 
II. Background information about the literature 

III. Thesis Statement 
 
3. Attention Getter  
 
Your attention getter will need to not only hook the reader’s attention, but it will also need to 
relate to the main idea in your essay.  
 
Ponder This: 
 What is your favorite or least favorite part of the novel that relates to your main idea? 
 Is there a quote in the novel or by another notable figure that relates to your main idea? 
 Does your main idea connect to a historical event from the 1930’s or 1970’s? If so, 

provide an interesting connection.  
 
4. Background Information – Ponder This: 
 
 What major characters will you be addressing in your essay? 
 What is the title of the novel? Who is the author? 
 What plot details connect to the main idea of your essay? 

 
Remember: The background information is like a “TV Guide” summary of the upcoming shows. 

It previews the literature that will be discussed in the upcoming paper. 

 



5. Thesis Statement – Last sentence of the introduction and the most important!! (Thank goodness!) 
 
Think back to the answer you provided for the question. (Number 1 on this worksheet) Now, 
think of three specific reasons that you will use to support your answer. **Remember: the three 
specific reasons will act as the focus points for the three body paragraphs. With this, pick 
reasons that you will be able to support through textual evidence and explanation. Write the 
three reasons below: 
 
 First preview point: 

 
 
 
 Second preview point: 

 
 
 
 Third preview point: 

 
 
Now rewrite the answer to the question, including the three preview points you just listed.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Give yourself a round of applause; you have just written a thesis statement!!! 

 

 

 

Thesis Self Check: 
 Did I make a clear statement about my topic? 
 Did I answer the question being asked? 
 Did I eliminate the use of “I” in my thesis statement? 
 Is it one sentence? 
 Did I preview the points that will be addressed in my essay? 

 
 
Now that you have reviewed the components of an introduction paragraph, write your own in 
order to answer the prompt. Take your time, use intelligent word choices, and make sure you 

are answering the question being asked by the prompt! 

 


