Argumentative Collage Project
Since the beginning of the semester, we have examined arguments of all different sorts.  From articles to novels, we have analyzed the ways in which authors choose to communicate their claims.  We have also seen that argument is not exclusive to text.  Drawing upon your work from the semester, your task is to create a collage that contains a visual argument on a (school-appropriate) topic of your choice.  Once finished, you will present your collage to the class and justify your artistic process.  

Part I – Argumentative Collage

Stage I:  Planning your argument

Before the creation process, you should first sit and think: How will you effectively communicate your argument? Walk through these steps prior to creating your collage:

Goal or Thesis 
A goal or thesis is a statement that describes one side of an arguable viewpoint. 

• What is the thesis or point you are trying to argue?

Main Reasons 
You will need some good reasons to support your goal or thesis. Briefly state three main reasons that would convince someone that your thesis is valid.

• Reason 1:

• Reason 2: 

• Reason 3: 

Rhetorical Appeals
One important point to keep in mind is that a good argument will contain ethos, logos, and pathos.  These appeals work together to give credence to the argument itself.  Your collage should demonstrate mindfulness of how these operate within an argument.  That said, how will you use ethos, logos, and pathos to help communicate your main idea? 

• Ethos:



• Logos:



• Pathos:


Stage II:  Create your Persuasive Collage

Create a collage to communicate your position on the topic you have chosen.  You may choose to cut out images and glue them to a piece of construction paper or draw on some form of poster board. Whichever option you choose, your collage should be original, contain multiple images that illustrate your argument and reasoning, and employ genuine effort. See the rubric for assessment requirements.
Part II – Presentation
To accompany your collage, you will give a presentation that explains why you have chosen the particular words and images that you have and that discusses your own successes and challenges. You should keep an ongoing diary of your own that focus on the information below, which is broken into the different stages of the project.

Your presentation will be approximately 2-3 minutes in length and should cover the information outlined below.  
Point I: Making Choices 
Talk about your decision-making process in creating the collage. As you narrow down the images and words that you’ll use on your collage, describe the different images and words that you’ll keep in these ways: 

• Why did you choose each image or word? 

• What do you hope to use each image or word to communicate to people who see your collage? 

Additionally, discuss the images and words that you choose not to use. Why have you decided that they are not appropriate? 

Point II: Arranging the Collage 
Describe why you place the images and words where you do on the collage. How do they relate to the images they are near? How do they contribute to the overall message of the collage? 

Point III: Artist’s Statement 
Your final discussion point should be an artist’s statement, which explains what you want viewers to know about the style, images, words, and general theme that you have chosen. State what the message behind your collage is, and give it a clever title.  
