Synthesis essay
English III
Directions: The following prompt is based on The Taming of the Shrew and articles we’ve read in class.
This question requires you to integrate both sources into a coherent, well-written essay.  Refer to the sources to support your position; avoid paraphrasing and summarizing.  
Your argument should be central; the sources should support this argument.
Remember to include direct citations.
Introduction
Throughout our reading of Shakespeare’s play, The Taming of the Shrew, we have explored different thematic topics of sexist characters, traditions, and the roles that men and women play in society. Some argue that these are simply the roles that men and women have played in tradition for centuries, while others propose that these roles are sexist.
Assignment
In an essay that synthesizes multiple sources for support, take a position that defends, refutes, or qualifies the following claim: The play is sexist towards and demeaning towards women.
Refer to each source by its author’s last name or by the title of the work (if no author is given).
Due dates: 

· Rough draft: 3/26
· Final draft: 3/28
Please use the bottom of the page to plan your essay and to create your argument.  On the following page is the rubric by which your essay will be assessed.  If you have questions, please do not hesitate.  
Name: ____________________________________ Teacher: _____________________________________  Period: ________ Date: ________ 
Synthesis Essay Rubric
Prompt:
	ARGUMENTATION
	[below---------------------------approaching-----------------------------------meets----------------------------exceeds]


· Competently addresses all aspects of the prompt.

· Introduces reasonable claims.

· Arguments are mostly based in evidences, such as relevant texts and/or historical or literary references.

· Reads the text to make an original analysis.

· Warrants establish relationships among the evidence, arguments, and claim.

· Counterarguments are refuted.

	ORGANIZATION
	[below---------------------------approaching-----------------------------------meets----------------------------exceeds]


· Uses sufficient context necessary to introduce the claim.

· Presents a logical sequencing of claims, arguments, and evidence.

· Creates some cohesion through use of some complex transitions between paragraphs and sections.

· Provides a conclusion that follows from and supports the claim.

	STYLE
	[below---------------------------approaching-----------------------------------meets----------------------------exceeds]


· Uses correct and varied sentence structure.

· Competently uses academic and domain-specific vocabulary that is appropriate for the audience and purpose.

· Establish a formal style and objective tone, with few variations.

· Textual evidence is basically integrated into the body of the argument.

	CONVENTIONS
	[below---------------------------approaching-----------------------------------meets----------------------------exceeds]


· There are few errors in grammar, word choice, and sentence structure.

· Evidence is cited correctly.

	SCORE: ________/50
	[--- F --------------------------- D --------------------------- C --------------------------- B --------------------------- A ---]


Notes:
