
Name: ____________________________ 
English II: Body Paragraph Workshop 
After writing your thesis statement, you now have to support the main idea of the essay.   
 
1. Write a topic sentence for the first body paragraph. The topic sentence should be an arguable 
statement and address the FIRST preview point from your thesis statement, while also relating to 
the answer to the essay question. Rewrite your topic sentence in the space provided.  
 
 
 
2. Write a one sentence explanation for your preview point. Where does it come up in the 
novel? How does it connect to your argument?  
 
 
 
3. Think of two quotations from the novel in order to support your topic sentence and main idea of the 
essay.  Include the MLA format citation in order to make sure you do not forget this in your essay. 
**Do not forget that in your body paragraph, you must introduce your quotations. Do not simply “plop 

and drop” your quotations. 
   
 
Quotation #1:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Quotation #2:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
4. In the space provided, write a one sentence explanation of how/why each quotation SUPPORTS the 
main idea of the essay. You MUST connect to your thesis statement. Avoid words like: “..this quote 
shows..” or “…the reader can see..” You will want to explain the quote in your own words in order to 
show its relevance.  

 
Answer this question: Why does this quotation ILLUSTRATE your chosen theme for  

A Lesson Before Dying.  
 

 
Explain Quote #1:  
 
 
 
How does it support your thesis? 
 
 
 
Explain Quote #2:  
 
 
How does it support your thesis?  
 
5. Now you must present a strong concluding statement.  

 



 
Ponder this: 
How do you want to leave the reader?  
Why did you include this reason in your essay?  
What are you trying to prove? Is it crucial to your argument? 
 
How does the main idea of the body paragraph connect to the main idea of the entire essay? 
 
 
Write your concluding statement below: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Now that you have reviewed the components of a body paragraph, write your own in order to 
answer the prompt. Take your time, use intelligent word choices, and make sure you are 
supporting your thesis with textual evidence.  Do not summarize; instead, introduce and list the 
example. From there, EXPLAIN why it proves that your thesis is correct.  
 
 
 
 

Body Paragraph Self Check: 
 Did I make a clear topic sentence? 
 Did I provide 2 quotations from the novel? 
 Did I explain why each piece of textual support PROVES my thesis? 
 Did I write a concluding statement that refers to the thesis statement? 

 
 
 
 

Now that you have the tools to write an effective body paragraph, use this worksheet as a 
model for your other two body paragraphs. Remember: the body paragraph is essential 
to your main idea. You must ALWAYS connect back to the thesis in order to make sure 

you are answering the question being asked  

 


