ROT & RUIN – JONATHAN MABERRY
In the zombie-infested, post-apocalyptic America where Benny Imura lives, every teenager must find a job by the time they turn fifteen or get their rations cut in half. Benny doesn't want to apprentice as a zombie hunter with his boring older brother Tom, but he has no choice. He expects a tedious job whacking zoms for cash, but what he gets is a vocation that will teach him what it means to be human.
    SAY WHAY YOU WILL – CAMMIE MCGOVERN
    Born with cerebral palsy, Amy can't walk without a
    walker, talk without a voice box, or even fully control 
    her facial expressions. Plagued by obsessive-
    compulsive disorder, Matthew is consumed with 
    repeated thoughts, neurotic rituals, and crippling fear. 
    Both in desperate need of someone to help them 
    reach out to the world, Amy and Matthew are more 
    alike than either ever realized.

STEELHEART – BRANDON SANDERSON
Ten years ago, Calamity came. It was a burst in the sky that gave ordinary men and women extraordinary powers. The awed public started calling them Epics. But Epics are no friend of man. With incredible gifts came the desire to rule. And to rule man you must crush his wills.

THIS SONG WILL SAVE YOUR LIFE – LEILA SALES

Making friends has never been Elise Dembowski’s strong suit. All throughout her life, she’s been the butt of every joke and the outsider in every conversation. When a final attempt at popularity fails, Elise nearly gives up. Then she stumbles upon a warehouse party where she meets Vicky, a girl in a band who accepts her; Char, a cute, yet mysterious disc jockey; Pippa, a carefree spirit from England; and most importantly, a love for DJing.

WE WERE LIARS – E. LOCKHART
A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island. A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. A revolution. An accident. A secret. Lies upon lies. True love. The truth.  We Were Liars is a modern, sophisticated suspense novel from National Book Award finalist and Printz Award honoree E. Lockhart.  Read it.
And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE.
.
Dates for Book Discussion

*Meetings are held in B127 
Semester 1 Dates

Tues., Nov. 17     
2:40 – 3:10 pm  

Tues., Dec. 8 

2:40 – 3:10 pm

Tues.,  Jan. 5  (both AM + PM) 

         6:40 – 7:10 am

                                   2:40 – 3:10 pm

Semester 2 Dates

Tues., Feb. 9      
2:40-3:10 pm
Tues., Feb. 23 

2:40 – 3:10 pm 

Tues., Mar. 15 (both AM + PM) 

6:40 – 7:10 am 





2:40 – 3:10 pm 

Expectations for Book Discussions

· You must complete the written assignment required by your teacher before attending the discussion. 

· You can earn credit for only one book each discussion.  

· Arrive on time—if you’re late, you will not be allowed to participate in the discussion and consequently will not receive credit.    
· [image: image2.png]


Questions?  Please see Mrs. Lynch or Mrs. Dabezic in the English office (B100).  Or email 
· susan_lynch@ipsd.org or 
· laura_dabezic@ipsd.org
Abraham Lincoln

Book Award

2015 – 2016 – Main Campus
(Main Building Schedule)

The Abraham Lincoln Illinois High School Book Award


The Abraham Lincoln Award is awarded annually to the author of the book voted as most outstanding by participating students in grades nine through twelve in Illinois. The NVHS list this year does NOT include the past winners, only this year’s nominees.
Past winners:
2015

Eleanor & Park

Ranibow Rowell
	2014

2013
	The Fault in Our Stars           
Thirteen Reasons Why
	John Greene
Jay Asher

	2012
	The Maze Runner
	James Dashner


              2015 - 2016 Nominees

ARISTOTLE AND DANTE DISCOVER THE SECRETS OF
    THE UNIVERSE – BENJAMIN ALIRE SAENZ
Aristotle is an angry teen. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world. When the two meet, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time together, they discover that they share a special friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. 
BETWEEN SHADES OF GRAY – RUPTA SEPETYS
Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. She paints, she draws, she gets crushes on boys. Until one night when Soviet officers barge into her home, tearing her family from the comfortable life they've known. 
BOY 21 – MATTHEW QUICK
Basketball has always been an escape for Finley. He lives in gray, broken Belmont, a town ruled by the Irish Mob, drugs, violence, and racially charged rivalries. At home, he takes care of his disabled grandfather, and at school he’s called “White Rabbit,” the only white kid on the varsity basketball team. When he puts on his number 21, everything seems to make sense.

BUTTER – ERIN JADE LANGE
A lonely obese boy everyone calls "Butter" is about to make history. He is going to eat himself to death-live on the Internet. When he first makes the announcement online to his classmates, Butter expects pity, insults, and possibly sheer indifference. What he gets are morbid cheerleaders rallying around his deadly plan. Yet as their dark encouragement grows, it begins to feel a lot like popularity.  But what happens when Butter reaches his suicide deadline? 

CRUEL BEAUTY – ROSAMUND HODGE
Based on the classic fairy tale Beauty and the Beast, Cruel Beauty is a dazzling love story about our deepest desires and their power to change our destiny.

FANGIRL – RAINBOW ROWELL
Cath is a Simon Snow fan.
Okay, the whole world is a Simon Snow fan...
But for Cath, being a fan is her life—and she’s really good at it. She and her twin sister, Wren, ensconced themselves in the Simon Snow series when they were just kids; it’s what got them through their mother leaving.

GIRL IN TRANSLATION – Jean Kwok

When Kimberly Chang and her mother emigrate from Hong Kong to Brooklyn squalor, she quickly begins a secret double life: exceptional schoolgirl during the day, Chinatown sweatshop worker in the evenings.

I AM THE WEAPON – ALLEN ZADOFF
Boy Nobody is the perennial new kid in school, the one few notice and nobody thinks much about. He shows up in a new high school in a new town under a new name, makes a few friends and doesn't stay long. Just long enough for someone to die -- of "natural causes." Mission accomplished, Boy Nobody disappears, moving on to the next target. 
       
I’LL GIVE YOU THE SUN – JANDY NELSON
Jude and her twin brother, Noah, are incredibly 
close. At thirteen, isolated Noah draws constantly 
and is falling in love with the charismatic boy next 

door, while daredevil Jude cliff-dives and wears red-
red lipstick and does the talking for both of them. 
But three years later, Jude and Noah are barely

speaking. Something has happened to wreck the 

twins in different and dramatic ways…
THE IMPOSSIBLE KNIFE OF MEMORY- LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON
For the past five years, Hayley Kincain and her father, Andy, have been on the road, never staying long in one place as he struggles to escape the demons that have tortured him since his return from Iraq. Now they are back in the town where he grew up so Hayley can attend school. Perhaps, for the first time, Hayley can have a normal life, put aside her own painful memories, even have a relationship with Finn, the hot guy who obviously likes her but is hiding secrets of his own.


ONE SHOT AT FOREVER – CHRIS BALLARD
The Inspirational Story of a Coach, a Baseball Team, and the Season They'll Never Forget: In 1971, a small-town high school baseball team from rural Illinois playing with hand-me-down uniforms and peace signs on their hats defied convention and the odds. Led by an English teacher with no coaching experience, the Macon Ironmen emerged from a field of 370 teams to represent the smallest school in Illinois history to make the state final, a distinction that still stands.
ORPHAN TRAIN – CHRISTINA KLINE
This is the captivating story of two very different women who build an unexpected friendship: a 91-year-old woman with a hidden past as an orphan-train rider and the teenage girl whose own troubled adolescence leads her to seek answers to questions no one has ever thought to ask.
POSITIVE: A MEMOIR – PAIGE RAWL
In this astonishing memoir, Paige tells a story that will resonate deeply with the thousands of children and adults whose lives have been touched by bullying. Paige Rawl has been HIV positive since birth…but growing up, she never felt like her illness defined her. On an unremarkable day in middle school, while attempting to console a friend, Paige disclosed her HIV-positive status—and within hours the bullying began.
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“All I have learned, I learned from books.” 


 - Abraham Lincoln








